Great Service Projects

1. Walk latch-key children home from school to make sure they get in safely.

2. Collect non-perishable foods to donate to a soup kitchen or local pantry.

3. Serve food at a local soup kitchen.

4. Tutor at an elementary school.

5. Host a dance for teenagers at the YWCA/YMCA.

6. Host a dance for residents at a local nursing home.

7. Volunteer at an animal shelter.

8. Volunteer to help with a girl/boy scout troup (bring a project to help them earn a badge).

9. Collect books for a library, children, or any organization that could benefit from this donation

10. Go to a nursing home and have the residents teach you a new skill (crochet, knitting, etc.)

11. Volunteer at a local hospital

12. Do a project with Habitat for Humanity

13. Plan a dance-a-thon for the Spastic Paralysis Research Foundation, Easter Seals, March of Dimes, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, etc.

14. Volunteer at after school programs or homeless shelters.

15. Read to kids at a local pre-school.

16. Call your local park district or community planning center and set up service projects through them.

17. Help the Red Cross do blood drives, sandbagging, etc.

18. Decorate an ugly part of campus.

19. Host a Christmas party at an after school program, homeless shelter, or for people in need (names can be gathered from local social work places).

20. Be pen pals with grade school students (this also is great to do for patients in hospitals).

21. Read to senior citizens in a nursing home.

22. Do a "tuck-in" at a children's hospital.

23. Host a cook out for children.

24. Accompany kids trick-or-treating to help keep them safe.

25. Organize trick-or-treating for kids in dorms at your college. (If you don't want to open this up to the public, only invite the children of faculty members at the school.)

26. Volunteer at the Boys and Girls Club.

27. Participate in the adult literacy program or volunteer to read to the blind.

28. Volunteer at a crises nursery or day care for low-income families.

29. Baby-sit for faculty members or college-aged moms that need to do some Christmas shopping or so that they can attend classes.

30. Organize a clothes drive.

31. Volunteer with a local center for people with disabilities.

32. Collect school supplies from college students at the end of the semester/school year to donate to a local school.

33. Host an Easter Egg hunt.

34. Make cards, door decorations, sun catchers, decorate flower pots, etc. for local nursing home resident's or hospital patients.

35. Volunteer to help local youth sports teams (coaching, cheerleading, selling refreshments or raffle tickets.

36. Let children from a local junior high shadow the club members for a day to see what college is like.

37. Host Thanksgiving dinner at a homeless shelter.

38. Host Thanksgiving dinner for college students unable to return home.

39. Help repaint or fix up housing for low-income families or potential shelters for the homeless or abused, etc.

40. Do yard work for the elderly, single mothers or fathers, etc.

41. Start a recycling program at the college, local high schools, elementary schools, etc.

42. Sponsor a drug free program in the local schools (give presentations, provide alternatives to drugs, etc.)

43. Collect toothpastes, soaps, general health items, Happy Meal toys, etc. for homeless shelters, Operation Christmas Child, etc.

44. Throw a post SAT/ACT celebration party for a local high school.

45. Throw a pizza party for an elementary classroom that has perfect attendance or has improved their grades.

46. Ring bells for the Salvation Army (have fun with this by caroling, wearing Santa hats, attempting to make music with the bells, etc.)

47. Provide breakfast for high schoolers that need peer support.

48. Knit baby caps or booties for newborn babies born prematurely or with a form of Spastic Paralysis.

49. Have a skip-a-meal program in which the money normally paid for lunch benefits a charitable organization (Note: the Kiwanis Family participates in during March or April of each year.  Talk to your Lieutenant Governor for more info.)

50. Help the Prevention of Child Abuse center publicize their duck race or any of their other fundraising events. (Or just volunteer there in general.)

51. Help an AIDS hospice input records, file away forms, etc.

Specific Sources

Gilda's Club - http://www.gildasclub.org/    This organization offers support and networking to cancer patients and their families.

Network for Good - http://www.networkforgood.org/volunteer/index.html     This is a great site that offers many local service opportunities.  All you have to do is type in your zip code and pick from the list they give you. 

