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Young Children: Priority One is the ongoing service program of Kiwanis International, addressing the needs of children prenatal through age five.  All clubs are urged to carry out at least two projects each year—one addressing a local children's need and one supporting the Worldwide Service Project to eliminate iodine deficiency disorders.  

Projects to help young children may address: 

Maternal and Infant Health - Projects include immunizations, lead-poisoning prevention, and educating future mothers about the dangers of smoking or drinking while pregnant.

Child Care and Development - Clubs can support projects like literacy development and Reading Is Fundamental, support of child care and Head Start centers, playground improvement or construction, educational play, and inter generational programs.

Parent Education and Support - This includes parenting fairs and education programs, prevention of shaken baby syndrome, play day programs, and support of Parents Anonymous.

Safety and Pediatric Trauma - Projects range from support of pediatric trauma centers and Children's Miracle Network hospitals to distribution of the home-safety checklists and prevention of scald burns. 

Kiwanis International supports clubs developing projects with instructional materials and award programs:

Service Project Ideas - The Project Idea List summarizes more than 50 possible projects.  Service bulletins give detailed instructions on specific projects, including helping a Head Start center, starting a parenting fair, and supporting a Children's Miracle Network hospital.  

Instructions on Committee Operations - Tells the committee chairperson how to lead the committee through needs analysis, project selection, implementation, and evaluation.

Collaboration - The tip sheet provides advice on forming relationships with other organizations.  A list of Priority One Advisory Council members shows the national organizations that have agreed to cooperate with Kiwanis to help children.  Many of these organizations have local contacts with which local clubs can work.  

Awards -  Kiwanis International provides three Young Children: Priority One award banner patches:
                      Outstanding Club Project Award 

                      Partnership Project Award 

                      Children's Miracle Network Awards
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Kiwanis International Foundation

Founded in 1940, the Kiwanis International Foundation has given more than $14 million in grants “to serve the children of the world.” Grants have included: Medicine and vitamins for young children, food packets for starving children, equipment to produce trauma dolls for children, scholarships for Circle K and Key Club, Builders Club leadership recognition, and relief to the victims of the Midwest flooding. The Kiwanis International Foundation impacts children locally and around the world.

How does the K-Family support the Kiwanis International Foundation?

Kiwanis clubs participate in an annual club gift campaign. The goal for the Illinois-Eastern Iowa District is 100% club participation.  This participation allows the foundation to give 2 scholarships to Circle K’ers if we meet 75% participation and 3 scholarships if 100% of the Kiwanis clubs in the district participate.

Heritage Society Membership

Membership includes Kiwanians and friends who make arrangements to have future gifts donated to the foundation through bequests, trusts, annuities, or insurance. Members’ names are inscribed on a brick on the “Pathway to the Future” at the International office.

Kiwanis Children’s Fund

Here 100% of the money donated goes to fund the needs of children. No administrative expenses are taken out of the donation.

George F. Hixson Fellowship Award

Membership here is established with a $1000 contribution. Only individuals are eligible. Medallions are given to those honored.

Tablet of Honor

A donation of $2000 honors a Kiwanian, spouse, friend, or group that has exemplified dedicated service to Kiwanis. The Tablet of Honor is the highest individual honor one can receive through Kiwanis.
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Tomorrow Fund 

(9/01)
Mission Statement for the Tomorrow Fund

Circle K International has pledged to foster compassion and goodwill through service and leadership.  The Tomorrow Fund is an endowment program to assist Circle K with these goals.  This fund provides grants to member clubs in order to further opportunities for Circle K International to provide more service and cultivate stronger leadership.  

Purpose of the Tomorrow Fund

The Tomorrow Fund is an endowment program designed to offer grants and scholarships to member clubs for the purpose of furthering the opportunities for the club to provide service and leadership.  Any member club in good standing may submit a grant request application for funds to be used as they deem appropriate, pending approval by the Circle K International Board of Trustees.  

Tomorrow Fund grants may also be distributed for international service and leadership activities when requested by and voted on by the Circle K International Council.  Examples of appropriate uses of international Tomorrow Fund grants include, but are not limited to, the International Experiential Leadership Institute (IELI) and the Large Scale Service Project (LSSP).  

Structure of the Tomorrow Fund

An account shall be established within the Kiwanis International Foundation, collectively designated as the Circle K International Tomorrow Fund.  This account shall be designated as an endowment into which all donations shall be deposited.  Once the account reaches $100,000, then a second account shall e designated as an operating fund from which all withdrawals shall be made and additional policies shall be determined regarding the grant process.

Use of Interest

Interest generated by the endowment account shall be reinvested into the endowment account.

The Carthage Pullman Society

A donation of US$250 to the Circle K International Tomorrow Fund entitles an individual or group to membership in the Carthage Pullman Society.  Another individual or group may also honor an individual or club with membership.  Members inducted into the Carthage Pullman Society prior to October 10, 2001 shall be considered charter members.  Carthage Pullman Society members receive a medallion bearing the logo of the Society.  The medallion hangs from a blue and white ribbon.  A lapel pin and plaque are also awarded.

Carthage Pullman Society members who contribute additional gifts in increments of US$250 are honored with a diamond pin noting the diamond level.  (Example: if an individual donates $750 to the Carthage Pullman Society, the first $250 is placed toward the membership and the remaining $500 increases the individual to a Carthage Pullman diamond level #2).

The Sapphire Circle Honorary

The Sapphire Circle Award is a medium through which individuals, Circle K Clubs, divisions or districts (or other groups or organizations) may permanently honor or memorialize Circle K members, families or others.  This award signifies the “unwavering character” of the recipient, as represented by the color blue, the official color of Circle K International symbolizing this trait.  An individual may not purchase Sapphire Circle recognition for him/herself.  A US$1,000 contribution to the Tomorrow Fund endowment is required.

Method of Payment

Donors to the Carthage-Pullman Society program will not be awarded membership until the $250 is paid in full.  A US$250 payment with a pledge to contribute the balance within four years is suitable to qualify an individual as a Carthage Pullman sustaining member.  Carthage Pullman Society recognition accessories are presented to the sustaining member only after completion of his/her US$250 pledge.  A US$1000 Sapphire Circle Honorary contribution is submitted to The Tomorrow Fund in order to honor an individual, club, division, district, or organization.  A sustaining payment plan is available and the minimum payment is a US$250 gift with a pledge to contribute the balance within four years.  Sapphire Circle award accessories are presented only after the pledge is paid in full.

Recognition
The names of all Carthage Pullman Society members and all Sapphire Circle award recipients are in the permanent records at Circle K International in Indianapolis.  Carthage Pullman Society members should be recognized at their district conventions.  The highest-ranking Circle K officer available should present presentations taking place at the club level.
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