Kiwanis announces a change to Sponsored Programs club chartering

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  What is the change?

A:  Beginning October 1, 2004, Kiwanis International, Key Club International, and Circle K International will eliminate collection of dues or membership fees for any newly chartering Key Club, Circle K club, Builders Club, or Aktion Club.  At the same time, the club, member, officer and advisor materials will be provided to the new club for an all-inclusive price.

Q:  What will the club receive?

A:  The new club will receive its banner, gong and gavel, pins and materials for officers, pins and resource guides for faculty and Kiwanis advisors, pins, membership cards and handbooks for members.  Currently, there is no requirement that a new club receive any of these items (a club receives only those items its sponsoring Kiwanis club is willing to purchase, it purchases for itself).

Q:  How will these costs compare to the present process?

A:  Presently, the cost for chartering a new club varies from district to district and with what items the Kiwanis clubs chooses to acquire for its new club.  For an average Circle K club that receives all club and membership items listed above, the average cost of $1,220 will reduce to $600.  For an average Key Club that receives all club and membership items listed above, the average cost of $842 will also reduce to $600.  For an average Builders Club or Aktion Club that receives all club and membership items listed above, the average cost range from $477 to $455 will change to $460.

Q:  Do new clubs collect dues?

A:  Yes!  This is one of the greatest opportunities this new process offers.  The new club should collect dues from its members and use these funds to establish the club’s treasury. By doing this, the club not only establishes each member’s ownership in the new club, it creates a financial footing for the new club.
Q:  What provisions will be made for special situations?

A:  In the case of a club that existed previously, failed, and had its charter revoked, a banner, gong or other items may still exist.  The cost would be reduced for those items already existing.  

Or, in the case of a new club being built in an economically depressed community, or a nation that is disadvantaged due to a weak currency exchange, funds will be set aside to assist with the procurement of these items for the club.  

Q:  How will this impact any existing clubs?

A:  There will be no impact for any existing clubs.  They will continue to pay annual dues or membership fees as they do currently.

Q:  What are the advantages and disadvantages to this change?

A:  The advantages are several.  First, a new club begin with the materials it needs to be a club.  Second, it will begin with money in the bank.  Third, the upfront commitment of funds will reinforce the importance of financial support to the sponsoring Kiwanis club.  

The main disadvantage could be that some Kiwanis clubs may not be able to afford the one-time cost – which is why some assistance funds will be set aside to assist with such needs.

Q:  Does this new process include K-Kids?

A:  No, K-Kids clubs will be handled in a different manner that will be in concert with the other Kiwanis elementary school programs.

Q:  Why has Kiwanis made this change?

A:  This proposal was developed by a special committee of Kiwanians actively involved with sponsored programs at the district and club levels.  The committee suggested this change would 1) cause a Kiwanis club to understand and step-up to the commitment of sponsoring a youth club, and 2) simplify the process and costs of chartering a sponsored programs club.

Q:  What do I need to know to charter a club using this new process?

A:  After October 1, 2004, use the updated petition for charter and accompanying paperwork.  This will guide the new club through the process.

Q:  If I have specific questions, who can I call?

A:  Contact the Sponsored Organizations and Programs Membership Department at Kiwanis International, 1-800-KIWANIS (317-875-8755), extension 218.
